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Scout alfalfa weevils now
Abstract
Degree-day information indicates that alfalfa weevil larvae have hatched throughout Iowa. Proper
management of this insect requires timely scouting, correct identification, determination of population levels,
and if necessary, cultural or chemical control. Fields should be scouted for alfalfa weevils because the larvae
can be very destructive to first cutting alfalfa. They remove leaf tissue, beginning with the new leaves at the top
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$40/ton $70/ton $100/ton Management Decision
4 1.8­2.8 0.8­1.3 0.6­0.8
Reevaluate in 4 days. If damage and larval
numbers are increasing a long residual
6 2.0­3.0 0.8­1.5 0.6­1.0 insecticide is recommended to prevent severe
yield loss.
8 2.2­3.2 0.9­1.7 0.7­1.2
10 2.3­3.5 0.9­1.9 0.8­1.4
If alfalfa is in vegetative stages, a short residual
insecticide should be used.12 2.4­3.8 1.0­2.2 0.9­1.6
14 2.5­4.2 1.2­2.5 1.0­1.8






18 2.7­5.0 1.7­3.1 1.2­2.3
20 2.8­5.8 2.0­3.4 1.4­2.6
>20 3.0­7.0 2.4­4.0 1.6­3.0
a Use the smaller threshold if alfalfa is drought stressed or control costs are relatively low ($7­10 per acre). Use
larger threshold if rainfall is abundant, diseased larvae are present, or control costs are relatively high ($11­14 per
acre).
Table 2. Insecticides labeled for alfalfa weevil.
Insecticide Rate per Acre (High & Low Rates) Harvest Interval (days)
Ambush 2E 6.4­12.8 ounces 0­14
Baythroid 2E 1.6­2.8 ounces 7
Furadan 4F 0.5­2 pints 7­28
Lannate LV 3 pints 0
Lorsban 4E 1­2 pints 14­21
Penncap­M 2­3 pints 15
Pounce 3.2EC 4­8 ounces 0­14
Sevin XLR+ 3 pints 7
Warrior 1T 2.56­3.84 ounces 7
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